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Building the capacity of people to empower them to sustain themselves, their communities and societies has been the function of universities for ages.  In this volume, the contributors attempt to answer the question: What is the role for the university as an institution internationally in promoting sustainable human development?
Research institutions were established to create new knowledge which enable human societies to “push back the frontiers of ignorance” in the world.  In such efforts new grounds are broken in all disciplines in the sciences, humanities and the arts.  Humanity is better off because of the research endeavors from research universities.  Regional universities play a significant role of not only training students in the arts and humanities, but offer professional education that enable citizens to lead productive lives and contribute to their societies.

Four year colleges and community colleges are significant in their roles to the communities in which they exist.  They are relevant because they contribute to particular types of citizens or demographics.

Overall, universities and colleges face tremendous challenges at a time when the world is going through a globalization phase.  Automation has brought countries and societies a lot closer.  The contribution of universities to sustainable human development will continue to expand in years to come.  It is imperative for university to continue to train and develop new paradigms and approaches on how to empower people in the industrialized, near industrialized and developing countries.  The conceptualizing and operatalization mechanisms are addressed in this volume but it must be pointed out that the authors stress the importance of multidisciplinary and interdisciplinary approaches in regional development.  This is a must read book for university administrators.
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