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This book contains nineteen chapters which are grouped into three parts:  (1) Air quality, water supply and water quality; (2) Valuing biological diversity and Valuing forest functions.

The introductory chapter by one of the editors, David Pearce, sets the tone for the chapters that follows:  Pearce argues that the chapters are relevant because they incorporate the significance of preference in setting policies for valuing the environment in developing countries.  Indicating bans or quotas, limits and standards has always been the traditional way of protecting resources by way of policy.  However, it is argued by the contributors that incorporating the preference of stakeholders into policy is important in efforts to comprehensively put into place conservation and protection policies.

It is true that this book is certainly and primarily about economic approaches to valuation of the environment.  The scope of discussion is wide.  The protection of air quality, water supply and water quality is important in developing countries especially as development is rapidly increasing and population is growing exponentially.  These changes bring about environmental degradation which diminishes the quality of life of people.  The case studies provide circumstances to balance theory with practice.  Situations in the countries of Asia, Africa, South America are examined.  This is an excellent book which is recommended to scholars, educators, students, researchers and libraries around the world.
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