
 

LETTER FROM THE EDITOR-IN-CHIEF 

 

My Dear Colleagues and Friends: 

 

I am very delighted to bring you the Spring A, 2016 issue of the JSDA. The 

countries of Africa are facing tremendous economic pressures as 

globalization continues to be an important factor to contend with in the 

modern world. The integration of the economic, environmental and socio-

cultural systems of the countries of the world is a reality that must be taken 

seriously.  African countries are scrambling to partner with each other and 

with other countries around the world in order to achieve significant 

economic development. 

 

In this issue, the authors of the articles focus on a number of concerns 

germane to economic development. The role of communications in 

development cannot be mistaken as it is quite a significant imperative. The 

methods of expanding and maintaining the communication systems in a 

country is dealt with quite elegantly in one of the papers. Radio broadcasting 

has become a tool of reaching remote places across Africa and to bring rural 

people in contact with the essence of the frontiers of development. 

  

It must be mentioned that in the search for an economic development 

agenda/program that empowers people, entrepreneurial education is very 

important in order to achieve a sustainable development. One of the papers in this issue amplifies that central 

tenet. Economic transformation is enhanced by investment in technology and industrialization. Many African 

countries are investing in infrastructure that connect the rural and urban areas and they are diversifying their 

economic bases. The countries that depend on one resource such as raw material or commodity for their foreign 

exchange are experiencing a great deal of set back in their development attempts.  Oil rich nations around the 

world are experiencing economic problems and African countries can learn something from the case of 

Venezuela in South America. Countries such as Nigeria, Gabon and the Congo should embank on macro-

economic reforms for financial sustainability. 

 

Solid planning which embraces the findings of comparative and entrepreneurial analysis must become part and 

parcel of sustainable development across Africa. Sustainable development is impossible without investment in 

capacity building of citizens. Having a workforce grounded in the understanding of critical thinking and with 

skills and competencies necessary in the management of companies and businesses is very significant in 

sustainable development. 

 

A few papers in this issue highlight ideas which focus on Africa's "Achilles Heel" and that is the question of 

leadership. African countries are inundated with a lot of corrupt leaders and if sustainable development is to be 

achieved, committed leadership is an imperative. 

 

On behalf of the editorial board of the journal, I would like to thank our readership and most all the authors who 

have worked so hard with us to get the articles to the academic and scholarly communities across the globe.  

We look forward to your continued support. 

 

Sincerely, 
 

Valentine Udoh James, Ph.D.; CEI; CAQS 

Professor of Environmental Management, Planning and Policy 

Certified Environmental Inspector 

Certified Air Quality Specialist    
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